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May 2007

Dear Secondary School PACs and Principals,

 

We hope you can help us with a short survey we are conducting among public secondary schools in British Columbia.  This survey is aimed at gathering information about certain key resource levels in schools around the province.  It is our experience that public understanding and support for schools is enhanced when people are provided with school-based rather than provincial or district-level information.  

BCSPE is a not-for-profit society concerned about public education.  We feel a strong public education system plays a critical role in building Canada's future.  We want all children to succeed in learning and all schools to have the resources they need to help children learn.  It is not our purpose to rank schools or to put schools in competition with each other.  Rather we aim to provide information that will generate support for the important role of public schools in Canadian society. 

This is BCSPE's first effort to carry out a BC-wide secondary school survey.  In 2005, BCSPE conducted a pilot survey of schools in Vancouver.  Our report on the Vancouver Secondary Schools Tracking Survey is available on our website:  www.bcspe.ca.  This report was well received by educators, parents and policy makers all of whom said it provided accurate and accessible information about the state of affairs in Vancouver’s secondary schools.  

We recommend that completion of the survey be carried out by an involved parent with the assistance of an administrator, teacher or other school staff member (administrators should have the September 30, 2006 class size and enrollment figures readily available).  If this is not possible, we ask that whoever completes the survey simply respond to what they can, and leave blank any question for which the information is not available and no reasonable estimate can be made.

Thank you in advance for your assistance.  If you have any questions or concerns please contact helesia.luke@bcspe.ca or call 778-786-2838.   

To go directly to the survey, go to:  http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.asp?u=789573876184
 

Yours truly,

Catherine Evans

Chair, BCSPE

